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If the term ‘fashionologist’ was an actual certified word, the title would go to 

Diana Eng. What is a fashionologist you may ask? For one, a fashionologist is someone 
who utilizes technology and creativity to fuse together a work of art so unique it is in its 
own category of fashion. Ever since she was a little girl, Eng has always been interested 
in technology and science. It wasn’t until she went to college to study fashion design that 
she discovered another love. By merging futuristic technology and science together with 
classic and traditional fashion, Eng has created something greater than anything she could 
have imagined.  

As I take the elevator up to her newly rented Manhattan studio space [she 
currently lives in Brooklyn], I don’t know what to expect from the self proclaimed 
‘Fashion Nerd’ who rose to fame after appearing in the second season of Project Runway. 
I am greeted at the door by Eng herself, casually dressed in a flowery silk tank, shorts, 
mustard yellow leggings and comfy flip flops. Before we begin she offers me a tour of 
her very large studio showing me her sewing and design rooms; buttons, washers and 
tulle are scattered about a large wooden table. What struck me most about the space was 
all of the light that burst through the windows in each room, making it the perfect place to 
dream one day and create the next. Guiding me into her office she began to tell me how 
she made her own fashion fairytale come true. 

“Fashion is cyclical, technology is neat”, says Diana who feels that she is truly 
experimenting when she utilizes her talents in fashion and technology. “I have fun when I 
try and pick out silhouettes and shapes. I do my own little experiments. I like the whole 
process of figuring it out.” 

The designing process is a constant exploration. In 2003, Diana designed what she 
called a ‘heartbeat hoody’. The hoody was cleverly programmed to take a photograph 
whenever its wearer’s heartbeat increased, signifying a moment of interest.  

“The device was intended to send a photographic image automatically to your 
blog so that you can have this online record of involuntary but interesting things that 
happened to you. Like a photographic diary of moments throughout the day. I found this 
project difficult to make my vision come true. Now it’s so easy, but I have found other 
avenues to explore. I want to be on the cutting edge, to always be up to date on the latest 
things.” 

But what about fashion? Eng primarily views fashion as the way people choose to 
express themselves to the world. “Everyone is really dressing to fit their own personality 
whether they are conscious of it or not.” For Eng, her design aesthetic is sometimes 
reflected in the way she dresses. “I always try to go through different moods and dress to 
imitate the kind of mood that I’m in. So I might go to H& M for some sample sales or to 
pick up some cheap accessories or sometimes I’ll make them myself.” 

Diana’s tip for winter dressing is to have fun with clothes. “I think that colourful 
layers are still fun.  It’s been ‘the’ thing for the past few years, and can still work for this 
season, it’s fun to play with the different patterns.” She also suggests dressing up winter 
with a colourful handbag or a bright accessory to go with the typical darker winter coat. 



“Right now I’m into antiques. This is probably a spin off resulting from the fairy 
tale fashion collection. I’m working on making more whimsical accessories and really 
love things that have a charming and pastoral feel to them. It’s kind of round two of the 
fairytale thing, but more wearable this time around.” 

Having recently taken a trip to Ohio, Eng loves nothing more than driving through 
the countryside on days off.  

“It really opens up your eyes to all of the different colors that nature has to offer. 
Just becoming inspired by the world around me is such a great feeling, there’s no other 
like it. 

 “The colours are reflected in different hues in the late evening as opposed to 
early morning, so I’m thinking about reflecting this through design as well.” 

When asked if there was ever a time she truly wanted to give up on her dream of 
becoming a fashion designer, Eng’s answer came as somewhat of a shock.  

“Recently I was asking myself that same question. I was actually thinking about 
becoming a computer programmer for a little while, but that didn’t work out. A whole 
series of events happened. We’re in a recession right now and it’s very difficult to make 
money as a fashion designer. It’s difficult to manufacture what I like to design.” After 
initially studying to become a computer programmer Eng realized that it wasn’t as 
captivating as being a fashion designer and realized that, leaving the realm of technology 
and fashion just doesn’t seem possible. Ever since she was eight years old, she has 
always wanted to design and still finds this art form in itself to be very interesting. All 
throughout high school she could be found drawing and sketching designs to send to 
magazines. After high school she was fortunate enough to take her passion abroad, 
enrolling in university as an exchange student studying Mechanical Engineering in Bath, 
UK.  

“I met a professor named Julian Vincent who is an expert in biometics and how 
different mechanical engineering can be used in design.  I found it really interesting to 
combine this with fashion.”= 

Studying in England was what Eng calls “a defining experience”, which has 
greatly influenced her work today, specifically what she learned about deployable 
structures.   

“The fairytale fashion project was a separate project that was supposed to be for 
the general public, but I ended up focusing on school children. I wanted to show them the 
technology that’s going into fashion giving them a chance to come up with their own 
ideas so I guess it was just a learning tool for them. I went into classrooms to teach them 
about deployable structures and they made super hero outfits with the deployable objects. 
After all, fairytale fashion was inspired by super heroes or princesses.” 

But even superheroes and princesses have a hard time keeping up with ever-
changing technology. For Eng, keeping up with current trends is the perfect way to go 
with the continuous, yet fast paced flow of technology.  

“Technology is like a giant pool of stuff and after a while if you know what is in 
the whole pool then new things don’t happen that often. When I look at the fashions 
designed on the runway, I think of things from the giant pool and think about how I can 
personally enhance them.” 



Looking around her expansive studio, I saw endless rolls of thread, pink poofs of 
tulle and yards of fabric. In terms of clothing, the designer doesn’t have anything in the 
pipeline right now. Instead she is turning to accessories. 

“People really aren’t doing that [accessories] right now”, she says, cleverly explaining 
that accessories aren’t timely, so there is no need to worry about sizes and seasons. 
“Designing accessories is like a whole new level of expectations.” 

Of her time on Project Runway - a show where fashion designers have an 
opportunity to create their own line - Eng says: 

“It was quite an adventure. I was in college at the time and there was a posting 
on our college bulletin board that you could go to NYC for tryouts.  It was two days 
before my thesis project was due. I had to take bus to NYC and ended up at a casting call. 
I got through to the next level and then had to make a video. It was a lot of work but I 
went in with the attitude of ’whatever happens, happens and I’ll make the most of it’. I 
kept that going until my time on the show ended.” 

Whilst on the show participating designers had to complete a challenge every two 
days to progress to the next stage of the competition, with a designer eliminated each 
week. Eng’s favourite challenge from the season two cycle was the Barbie challenge.  

“I was thinking about what a doll would do. I had never worked with a 
professional model before and didn’t really play with Barbies when I was younger. It was 
funny because my model really looked like a life-size Barbie. ” Eng found all of the 
judges on the hit TV show nice and respectable and felt that they gave her good criticism. 
“Nina Garcia liked some of my designs, her being more receptive to the future of fashion 
design and in that respect, was more open and understanding to who I was as a 
designer.”   

Reflecting on her time on the show, Eng remembers that fashion guru and mentor 
to the designers, Tim Gunn, was concerned about her designs involving the combination 
of fashion and technology, an ironic statement now seeing as this unification has 
reinforced who she is as a designer.  

“I always thought combining things would make them better. I remember one 
challenge; I wanted to light something up with an LED. Tim said ‘do you really need an 
LED for that? You can use sequins and they would still sparkle.’” In fact, some of Eng’s 
collections utilize LED lights, wires and collapsible fabrics, whilst some of the pieces are 
not wearable; they are shown in her fashion shows to display the relationship between 
technology and fabric. However, to this day Eng keeps Tim’s advice in mind when 
designing. 

As a long-time viewer of the show, I curiously asked Diana what happens to all of 
the designs created on each show. “Everything is gone, the designs are auctioned online 
and I believe the money goes to goes to various charities and non-profit organizations.”  

Surprisingly, Eng had a difficult time getting a job after appearing on Project 
Runway because of the secrecy of the show. “They [companies] were afraid to offer me a 
job thinking that if I won the show, I would leave their company as soon as the show 
aired.” However once the show did air being on Project Runway helped get her in the 
door to a lot of places, and expanded her contact list  



  Besides a new website (www.dianaeng.com) that will launch towards the end of 
the year, Eng will also launch her new accessories collection and look forward to a 
scheduled appearance at New York fashion week in February. Epitomizing the future, 
Eng’s collections and design aesthetic typify the term ’fashion forward’. 

“I want to make whimsical products for people. It doesn’t really matter how 
that’s achieved.” From laser cut jewellery to uniquely shaped purses and LED twinkling 
jackets, Eng wants people to form a memory and resonate with her products, making 
them feel special, just like the fairytale fashion princess herself. 
 
 
 
 


