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New York Fashion Week has found it’s new home at Lincoln Center. Designers 

will have about 25% more space to present their collections (about 87,000 feet compared 

to the 70,000 feet of space at the previous location, Bryant Park). Quoted in a fashion 

related article of February 2010 in The New York Times, “Bryant Park is, to much of the 

world, synonymous with fashion.” 

 Ever since the decision to make the big move from fashion’s 16-year home at 

Bryant Park, designers have had mixed reactions. On levels paralleling art and 

performance, Donna Karan stated that Lincoln Center would elevate Fashion to a 

stronger art form than it already is. Some designers are not so forthcoming to accept 

Lincoln Center as the new home of Fashion Week. They believe that they are being 

downgraded and that their designs will not matter so much. 

 Nonetheless, Fashion Week’s shows went off without a hitch. The finale of 

Project Runway was filled with dozens of classic and edgy looks, perfect for spring. Ten 

designers were given the opportunity to create and showcase their own collections. This 

was done so that the top three designers are not known since the show is still airing. 

Designer Christopher Collins was inspired by romance. His choices of colours were royal 

navy blues, black, peach and a variety of creams; a very wistful and romantic collection 

for the modern woman. Designer Ivy Higa was inspired by the beaches of Hawaii and 

transported the audience to a tropical resort. From sunhats and white flowing dresses, to 

plunging necklines and open backs appropriate for an evening look, Higa’s collection 

centered around silk organza, and soft fabrics and colours. Along with some of the other 

designers, Michael Costello chose a more luxurious look for his S/S 11 collection. With 

cocoas, mauves and taupes, Costello featured long gowns with intricate drapery, tassels, 

feathers, and accented certain garments with jewels and stones. Bohemian style 

headbands look to be making a comeback as well as many collections were styled with 

headpieces and accented with soft, simple makeup. 

The season four winner of Project Runway was given a spot at Lincoln Center this 

year. A gorgeous collection of crisp whites, turquoise blues and vibrant reds, Christian 

Siriano’s collection was both over the top and extremely wearable for the modern day 

woman. Think modern day Greek goddess meets Egyptian princess. The freshness of the 

white garments accentuated with chunky gold jewellery and stones were the first of 

several garments in the collection. Next came leopard prints, red rouched gowns and a 

sea of turquoise gowns. Siriano’s line seemed effortless, lightweight and fresh. 

Sailors and the military inspired the collection from Ruffian. Gold buttons, cream 

coloured pantsuits and jackets, white satin Tuxedo pants, military olive green dresses that 

wrapped around the waist marched down the runway in this show. Models looked like 

they were professionally dressed to travel to an exotic location. The designers of Ruffian, 



Brian Wolk and Claude Morais revealed that their muse for this collection was Susan 

Travers, the only woman to officially serve with the French Foreign Legion. 

Georges Chakra redefined the phrase, “Belle of the Ball” with his collection of 

unbelievably stunning evening gowns that could make a woman’s body go on forever. 

Chakra sent nearly 50 dresses down the runway, each one more intricately beautiful than 

the last. From ready to wear mini dresses to flowy, floor length chiffon gowns, jersey 

dresses, crystal beaded shoulders and necklines. Aquas, sands, nudes, bronzes, a few 

pearl white pieces and crystal beaded shoulders and necklines embodied the shoreline of 

a beach. Bold and bright colours like corals and purples as well as lime greens were also 

accented in the collection. Each model was styled with very summery, swept up hair, and 

natural yet elegant makeup. 

The beginning of New York Fashion Week went off without a hitch and only 

continued to get better. Fashion’s new home at Lincoln Center was a success, leaving 

many with a newfound feeling of excitement to return to the tents next season. In the city 

that never sleeps, fashion never stops. Here’s looking forward to the A/W ’11 collection 

with an open mind and a warm heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


